
 
 

 

 
January 28, 2020 

Representative Ryu, 
 
I am writing to you as Chair of the Housing, Community Development & Veterans Committee, to 
be included in the record as being supportive of House Bill 2587. I would ask that the following 
comments be shared with the committee.  
 
We anticipate that the nomination of the following examples are likely candidates as potential 
scenic bike routes for HB 2587: Olympic Discovery Trail on the Peninsula; Centennial Trail in 
Snohomish County; Interurban Trail in Whatcom County; John Wayne Trail along Mountains to 
Sound Greenway/I-90; Green River Gorge in Maple Valley/Black Diamond. There are many 
more- these are the ones that I’ve experienced myself and firmly believe deserve recognition. 
 
These routes are “extra special” because, as dedicated bike paths, they offer safety and access 
to all levels of ability and a variety of user groups. These routes and others around the state are 
also excellent economic drivers for both the local recreation economy and the tourism dollars 
they generate. These trails pass through rural areas that are experiencing economic 
transformations, capitalizing on outdoor recreation, specifically the dollars that come in through 
cycling and tourism.  
 
We are a cycling state! Washington State is proud home to Cascade Bicycle Club and 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance- both the largest state (road bike/mountain bike) advocacy 
groups in the country. Here in Bellingham, we have the global bike brands of Kona, Transition 
and Evil and smaller bike related brands and advocacy groups that have been built on the 
lifestyle and culture of cycling on both road and mountain bikes. These organizations and 
companies work together to sponsor trails on Galbraith Mountain, for example, to provide the 
public access and maintenance/stewardship of the land.  
 
Recreation Northwest also has experience securing sponsorships for trail building and 
maintenance. We have found that there are many local businesses, recreation and 
non-recreation related, that are eager to be associated with outdoor activities. While State Parks 
may not have a lot of experience with securing sponsorships, I think you will be surprised at how 
many companies want to be part of projects that encourage people to get outside and be active. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Todd Elsworth, Executive Director 
Todd@RecreationNorthwest.org 
360-739-8458 
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